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THE SHAREHOUSE




5706 Second Avenue South    Seattle, Washington 98108
Tel: (206) 767-5280     Fax: (206) 767-5855
http://www.thesharehouse.org
Dear Friends:

It seems as though everywhere we turn, old ways of doing things are being examined and often changed.  All of us are making the most of the resources at hand – recycling, reusing, making do.  We’re doing the same thing here at the Sharehouse – making the most of the resources we have to serve increasing numbers of people.   

The Sharehouse, like everyone else, is been challenged by rising costs and uncertain economic times.  Like most of you, the Sharehouse was hit hard by the cost of gas and bio-diesel last summer, and we don’t know that we won’t see prices like that again.   We’re seeing increased need – more people need us than ever before.  People like you and me, working hard to rebuild their lives after fleeing domestic violence, a catastrophic job loss or illness in the family.  Families with children, elders; people who never dreamed they’d be homeless. 
It’s tough everywhere.  Here at the Sharehouse, we’re thinking hard about how much tougher things would be without the Sharehouse in Seattle/King County.  The Sharehouse wants to keep its doors open and continue to serve people who need to get unneeded items out of their way as well as families and individuals who have been homeless.

You have all read in our newsletter about the amazing potential of the Sharehouse.  The Sharehouse has the potential to be the place King County residents and businesses come to dispose of household furniture and other items in a meaningful and environmentally responsible way.

In spite of our limited resources, The Sharehouse has grown in the last 5 years:  expanding our hours for receiving furniture and other household goods to include 2 Saturday mornings a month, a slightly larger pick up area, and delivery to our recipients.  We are receiving more furniture and other items than ever before.  We help you move items you no longer need from unused to reused and helps others.
With your help, we can meet the challenges. The Sharehouse is dependent on private donors for slightly more than 70% of our budget.  Like all organizations, the Sharehouse has reached a point where it must grow in order to continue.  We desperately need larger warehouse and office space.  We need to put a second crew on the road so that we can enlarge our pick up area and respond to your requests for pick up faster.  We need to be able to serve more people than ever. And that’s just for starters. 

Sounds huge, doesn’t it?  It is.  But it doesn’t have to be.  If every household on our mailing list pledges just $10 a month, The Sharehouse can keep its doors open and its truck on the road and begin the growth we need.  The Sharehouse will be able to expand its environmental impact on Seattle and King County by diverting even more household items from area landfills.  

Even in these uncertain times, it’s a sound investment: 
· In a cleaner environment for all of us.  
· In ending homelessness by providing household basics to families working hard to re-establish secure and productive lives.  
· In The Sharehouse and its potential.  
I’ve made my pledge.  Will you?  Please respond today by completing The Sharehouse Pledge Form.  Invest in the Sharehouse and reap benefits throughout our community – the return will be enormous for all of us.

With warm regards,

(Ms) Michal Nortness

Director

Yes!  I want to invest in the Sharehouse.  

Please accept my monthly gift as indicated below to help the Sharehouse reach its potential.

Name: ______________________________________ Phone __________________________

Address: ____________________________________ City, State, Zip: __________________

Email address: ________________________________________________________________

Friend:  $10 a month, $120 a year
Supporter:  $25 a month, $300 a year

Sustainer:  $35 a month, $420 a year
Advocate:  $100 a month:  $1200 a year

Please send me a reminder by mail  
Please send me a reminder by email 

Please charge my           Mastercard
Visa on the _____ day of each month

My account number is _________________________________________ Exp. date _______

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________

I cannot make a pledge at this time, but my one time gift of _____ is enclosed. 

I wish to designate my pledge or donation to the Sharehouse delivery program.
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